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Honorshle J. W, Fulbright
United States Senate
‘.&.Wt”. D, C.
Dear Ssnater Tulbrightt . .

1 wish 1o eonfirm the word which § had passed oa to you orally
that T consider that It §s xuwioe to reloase the testimoay which 1

gave in Executive Session on Tuesday, T May, before the Commistes
' on Forsign Relations on the U-2 incidont,

1 have reschod this concinsion not s0 much becavss of the
actual content of the tastimony ftoolf, « although & part ol the
quostion and answar section would have to ke deleted for reasons
of security, - but becauss ef the precedent estadlisbed,

In the past I have consistently taken the position that when
§ glve tostimony which {3 relzted to ths {ntelligence operations of
the Central Intoltigence Agascy, such testimony should not be subjact
to release. This is & mattar of principls to protect the Agency
and is consonant with the torms of the legislation croating the Agency
which places wpon ms the responsibility "for protecting intelligence
sources and methods from uvasuthorized disclosure™,

This precodent of aon-disclosure of such testimony has been '
consistontly followed since the Agoncy was established and I feel
that ¢t i in the national intersst that it should be adhered to in this
instance. If this precedent should here be broken down, serions
problems would ba created {or the future,

I trost that yeu will concur that this decision le a wise one,

——r e,
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During the course of my testimony Senator Gore requested
me to dlaclese to the Committos the particulay intelligence
odjectives which ware te bo covered by the flight which was
authorized e April J30th, Ihavo given this matter mes! careinl
consideration and have conoultod, as 1 said I would, with others,
As o vesult ] have concluded that §¢ is not in the mational interest
to go further than tha tostimony gives In which I indicated the
basic objectives sought by the program and gave certain ressons

for the wrgency of ebtaining that informatien,

Each and ovary flight bad cortain precise intelligence
objectives, genarally based en collatersl inflormation as te vitally
i{mportiant targess, This was particularxly trus with regard te the
May 1 flight, 3 do pot ecxaidor that it is consenant with the naticasl

interest to give further procice deteils with respect to the objectives -
of this flight,

I would appreciste it i yos would kindly idvln Senater Gore
of my {eelings in this regasd.

Falthiylly yours,
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